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NOTESFROM THE STACKS
Dean’s Corner
Happy fall from CWU Libraries! As
the newly appointed Interim Dean of
Libraries, I’m delighted to contribute
the fall 2022 Dean’s Corner. The libraries
has seen a lot of change since our
last issue, not least of which was the
departure of Dean Rebecca Lubas,
who started an exciting position as
Dean of Libraries at California State
University, San Bernardino. Rebecca
made a lasting impression in her time
at CWU, diversifying our collections,
forming strong relationships with
partners across the university, and being
a compassionate leader through the
challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. We
wish her well in her new position.
Our change in leadership aside,
we have certainly been keeping busy.
In June we were awarded $16,400 by
Arts Midwest for the NEA Big Read
program to offer a variety of activities in
spring 2023 centered around Ross Gay’s
poetry collection Catalog of Unabashed
Gratitude. Stay tuned to upcoming
newsletters for more information.

Book Cover: Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude

Sydney Thompson

And earlier this fall the CWU Office of
Emergency Management hosted a
multi-agency training exercise in the
James E. Brooks Library. The exercise
involved law enforcement, firefighters,
and first responders from across Kittitas
County, along with CWU Police and other
emergency services personnel. Brooks
Library was closed to the public, and
libraries staff and faculty participated in
the event. It was a learning experience
for all involved.
In building news, the renovation
of the fourth-floor music space, made
possible through a generous gift
from Wilma Stellingwerf, is nearing
completion. The space will be open for
study this quarter, with a grand opening
later this academic year. We are also
reopening the first-floor Family Study
Space, providing an area for student,
faculty, and staff parents to use with
their kids while studying; and by popular
request, we are expanding our Friday
hours until 7:00 p.m.

We continue to expand our physical
and electronic resources. Stop by
Brooks Library to check out our Popular
Reading, made possible by the Friends
of the Brooks Library, and new books
collections on the first floor, the graphic
novel collection on the second floor,
and our rotating thematic displays
throughout the building. You can find
recent additions to our online database
collections on our Databases A-Z guide,
including the NY Times Academic Pass
and NY Times Cooking and Games.
And of course, the libraries continues
to host a variety of events, put on by our
team and in collaboration with building
and university partners, including
Research Smartz, the annual Archives
Crawl, and Friends of the Brooks Library
Book Sale. Find all events on our Events
Calendar. I hope you will join us!
-Sydney Thompson
Interim Dean of Libraries

Music Library Renovation Design

Family Study Space
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Research Smartz Workshop Series
Developing and honing your
research skills is essential in today’s
world where you are constantly
bombarded with new information.
Questioning the nature and intent of
something you find on the internet is
essential for deciding what you should
be reading and trusting. The Research
Smartz series was developed to help
students, staff, and faculty engage in
conversations that will help them build
skills for common research problems.
Designed for researchers at all levels, the
Research Smartz series covers a rotating
list of topics each quarter. Workshops
are offered virtually to encourage
participants to actively engage with the
content during the event and are listed
on the CWU Libraries Events Calendar.
While more workshops are routinely
developed, some of the most popular
workshops in the series include:
• Hidden Gems of Primary Sources
• Mendeley, Zotero, and Other
Citation Magic
• Google and Google Scholar: Tips,
Tricks, and Tools
• Misinformation and Malarkey
• Organizing your Life

If you would like to start learning
about these topics today, there are a
few things you can do. Many of the
workshops have a research guide
connected to the content and are
findable through our research guides.
One tool you can start using today to
help manage your readings is Zotero.
This is a free application you can
download that will keep track of articles,
books, websites, documents, and any
reading material you want to add to the
system. By extracting the metadata from
each item, Zotero can autogenerate a
bibliography into the format of your
choice. It also connects with your
browser to link to materials as you find
them through your searches. As a timesaving tool, this lesser-known resource
has the potential to save you countless
hours tracking down an article and
remembering the author or title.
While attending the Research
Smartz workshops is a great way to learn
about tools and tricks, CWU Libraries
offers research assistance through other
formats as well. Anyone may access our
YouTube tutorials and research guides.

CWU Libraries Is Resuming In-Person Services at
Des Moines and Lynnwood Libraries
We are thrilled to welcome new and
returning students and faculty to the
Center libraries. While access to physical
resources was limited over the past
two years, Des Moines and Lynnwood
Libraries provided all online services
for students and faculty across CWU
locations.
With the start of fall quarter,
Des Moines and Lynnwood Libraries
implemented a new hybrid delivery
model, resuming in-person services
in addition to online services, as well
as providing general library support,
instructional and research support,
desktop workstations, printing support,
and space for research and study.
Library support, online and in
person, includes:
• Student services that provide
reference support for learning
research strategies, navigating CWU
Libraries resources, developing

information literacy skills, and
requesting and borrowing research
material.
• Faculty services that provide
discipline-specific collection
development, curriculumsupported classroom instruction,
and course research guides to help
students complete course research
assignments.
Whether you are new or returning,
visiting online or in person, take
advantage of the amazing services and
resources available for your research and
teaching needs. Our Center libraries are
now open and here to help you achieve
success. In-person hours for Des Moines
and Lynnwood Libraries are Monday
through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop
by, email, or connect online to schedule
an individualized appointment.
CWU-Des Moines Library
CWU-Lynnwood Library

Upcoming Events

October
13 Global Halloween Film Series: Brazil

6:00PM -7:30PM
Brooks Library, Room 152
17 Research Smartz: Library Resources for
Transfer Students
4:00PM -5:00PM
Brooks Library, Room 288 | Online (Zoom)
18 Navigating Copyright, Fair Use, and Open
Access in the Classroom
3:00PM -4:00PM
Samuelson Hall, Room 131
20 Global Halloween Film Series: Iran
6:00PM -7:30PM
Brooks Library, Room 152
21 Research Smartz - Google and Google
Scholar: Tips, Tricks, and Tools
12:00PM -1:00PM
Online (Zoom)
27 Global Halloween Film Series: Finland
6:00PM -7:30PM
Brooks Library, Room 152
28 Open Access at CWU
12:00PM -1:00PM
Samuelson Hall, Room 131
28 LatinX Photography Project
(Documentary)
6:00PM -7:30PM
SURC Theater

November
02 Author Craft Talk - Lion Rock

3:00PM -4:00PM
Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Student Commons
03-05 Friends of the Brooks Library
Book Sale
Thurs - Fri 9:00A.M -7:00 P.M.
Saturday 11:00A.M.-4:00 P.M.
Brooks Library Lobby
09 Research Smartz: Mendeley,
Zotero, and Other Citation
Management Magic
3:00PM -4:00PM
Online (Zoom)
15 Cultural Conversations
6:00PM -7:30PM
Hal Holmes Community Center
16 How to SOURCE
9:00AM -12:00PM
Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Student Commons

December
05-08 Finals Week Events

For more information visit:
cwu.libcal.com/calendar/events
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Friends of the Brooks Library
The Friends of the Brooks Library
(FOBL) annual book sale is back and
better than ever! There will be a wide
assortment of affordable, gently used
books and media available at the
sale including art, cooking, history,
biographies, poetry, classic novels,
mysteries, science, and romance. You
want it? We may well have it!
The sale begins on Thursday,
November 3 and runs through
Saturday, November 5 in the library
lobby. Paperbacks and CDs are priced
at $1; hardcovers at $2. Antique or
autographed books are priced as
marked. There will be a blowout sale
during the final hours of the event on
Saturday from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
The book sale is the FOBL’s biggest
fundraiser of the year. The proceeds are
used to buy materials for the library,
as well as pizza for students during
finals week, and prizes for the annual
reSOURCE award given out to students
exhibiting exemplary use of library
resources for their research.

The sale hours are as follows:
November 3, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
November 4, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
November 5, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
We’d like to extend a big thank you
to CWU Dining Services who are pitching
in by creating special Saturday hours for
Jimmy B’s coffee shop. Hours during the
sale are:
Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Special Saturday book sale hours: 11:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Stop by, grab a cup of joe, and grow
your book collection, pick out a holiday
present, or both. Note: Parking at CWU is
free after 4:30 p.m. on weekdays and all
day on weekends. For more information
contact FOBL President Carol Findley at
findley.carol@gmail.com.
Carol Brooks Findley recently took
the reins from past-President, Bob
Hickey. We would also like to welcome
our newest board members: Ginny Ann
Blackson, Janine Graves, and Dominic
Klyve. And we bid a very fond farewell

to outgoing board member and past
president and treasurer, Ronda Brooks
Patrick. Ronda joined the FOBL during a
time of transition and growth, and we are
grateful for her enthusiastic leadership
and contributions.

FOBL Finals Week Pizza Giveaway

Bob Hickey, Carol Findley, Gary
Bartlet sorting donations
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Meet Our Graduate Assistants

Juan Serrano

In addition to our fabulous returning
graduate assistant (GA) Juan Serrano,
featured in our winter 2022 newsletter,
we have two new faces joining us
this year: Naylea Lopez and Payton
Livingston.
Naylea Lopez (M.S. Primate Behavior
‘23) will be working at the first-floor
service desk, serving as the LIS 310
teaching assistant, and collaborating
on a wide variety of projects. Naylea is
eager to “help students be successful

Naylea Lopez

during the school year and learn all the
ways a library operates. I am also looking
forward to participating in school events
and working with fellow students at the
library.” In her downtime, Naylea likes to
watch movies, go on hikes, try out new
foods, and learn about primates.
Payton Livingston (M.S. Primate
Behavior ‘23) will be working in the
archives, serving as a teaching assistant
for LIS 110, helping out at the first-floor
service desk, and assisting with projects

Payton Livingston

throughout the year. Payton is “looking
forward to learning about the resources
the library has to offer, especially those
that many people may not be aware of.
I am also looking forward to helping
people learn the research skills required
to carry out a successful project.” Outside
of work, Payton enjoys playing pickleball,
coaching and umpiring baseball, golfing,
and kayaking. He also loves reading
nonfiction and listening to podcasts.

Diary Documenting Life in 1930s Spokane on Loan to CWU Archives
The diary of Lucy Breckenridge,
an African-American woman who
kept a record of her life in Spokane
in the 1920s-1930s, has graciously
been loaned to the CWU Archives and
Special Collections for a period of ten
years by her great-granddaughter
Jerrelene Williamson and great-greatgranddaughter Julie Williamson
Serquinia. The loan includes the scanned
copy and transcript available via our
institutional repository ScholarWorks.
Lucy Breckenridge was born into
slavery in 1855 in Albemarle, Virginia.
She married Henry James Breckenridge
in 1871. The family moved to Roslyn,
Washington for work in 1888, and
later to Spokane in 1899. Henry died
in 1907, and Lucy began her diary
around 1919. Lucy wrote of daily life,
reading her Bible, attending church,
and receiving visits from her family
and friends. She also recorded the vivid
dreams she had. In writing her diary,
Lucy used scraps of paper. Following
her death, her daughter, Mary Hunt,

discovered the papers and gave them
to a transcriptionist to compile into one
work. The diary was further researched
by her great-granddaughter, Jerrelene
(Hill) Williamson of Spokane, WA, a
member of the Northwest Black Pioneers
who also wrote the 2010 book African
Americans in Spokane on the history of
black pioneers in Spokane.
The typed transcript of the diary was
donated to the CWU Archives in summer
2021 by Ty Phelan who discovered
it for sale online. Correspondence
between the Williamson family and the
CWU Archives began in late 2021 after
the Williamsons learned of the diary
transcript’s location. A loan form was
signed in spring 2022. In April 2022, the
CWU Archives staff traveled to Spokane
to meet Jerrelene and her daughter
Julie. An oral history interview with Ms.
Williamson was conducted and is also
available with the diary in ScholarWorks.
Ms. Williamson discusses life growing
up and her memories of Lucy. She also
gave signed copies of her book to the

CWU Archives that will be of much use to
researchers.
To view the diary and learn more
about Lucy Breckenridge, visit the CWU
Archives. It is open 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday in room 201 of
the Brooks Library, and its email address
is archive@cwu.edu.

Book Cover: African Americans in Spokane
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